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                          Second Sunday in Advent 
December 4, 2022 

 

 

BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 
3210 Maple Drive, Plover, Wisconsin  54467 

Phone:  Church 715-341-2898; Cell 715-498-0093 
Website www.beautifulsaviorploverwi.com 

 

Pastor David E. Ficken 
 

 

Our Mission 
  “To Know Jesus and to Make Him Known” 

 

Our Vision 
Educate, Equip and Encourage ourselves and our families 

through worship and study, and engage our community through 
discipleship, example and Acts of Kindness, using the unique 

gifts bestowed on each member of our congregation by the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

 
 

Worship Information 
Parents with Young Children:  We encourage families to worship together.   
 

Worship Bulletin:  Our order of service is printed out in your worship folder. 
 

Worship Form:   There are 5 “Movements” in our Worship.   
• God grants us the gift of forgiveness. 
• God speaks to us from His Word. 
• God receives our offerings and prayers. 
• God offers us His real presence in Holy Communion. 
• God blesses us and sends us out. 

 

Communion:  Please read the Statement of Communion below. 
(If you are gluten intolerant please speak with Pastor or an elder prior to the 
worship service so we can accommodate you.) 
 

STATEMENT OF COMMUNION 
 

BECAUSE THE WORD OF GOD TEACHES THAT: 
– We are all sinners in need of forgiveness. 
– Jesus is our only Savior from sin through His death and resurrection. 
– The True Body and Blood of Christ is present in the Sacrament of the Holy 

Communion 
– Please see Pastor if you have any questions about this or do not believe in the 

Lord’s Supper in this way.  You are welcome to come forward for a blessing if 
you are not communing.  

 

– TO PREPARE:  Please use the Christian Questions with Their Answers from “The 
Sacrament of the Altar” on page 329 in the front of the Lutheran Service Book.  You 
are not obligated to partake if you feel, for whatever reason, the need to refrain from 
the Lord’s Supper for a short time.   

 

– Please see Pastor if there is something going on in your life that 
needs the attention of Christ in private confession and absolution. 

http://www.beautifulsaviorploverwi.com/
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AS WE GATHER 

For many Christian people, reading the Word of our Lord from a “red letter” 

edition of the Bible is a special blessing. Seeing the words of Christ 

highlighted in a special color may make them more immediate and noticeable. 

The last sentence with red words in those Bible editions is Revelation 22:20, 

in which the Lord promises: “Surely I am coming soon.” John, the writer of 

Revelation, follows with these inspired words: “Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!” 

Those words became part of the worship life for many in the Early Church as 

they expectantly awaited the return of the Lord to the earth and the completion 

of His promised eternal kingdom. In the season of Advent, we echo that 

ancient yearning cry: “Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!”  

---------------------------------- 

In the opening verses of Revelation, the last book of the Bible, John greets the 

readers of his epistle in this singular way: “Grace to you and peace from Him 

who is and who was and who is to come” (Revelation 1:4). John is confident 

that God’s grace is readily available for the readers of his letter who are 

scattered in many Christian gatherings across the area of Asia. And he is 

certain that the peace of God can reach to all of his readers in their very 

different and individual situations. The Advent season brings us the assurance 

that God’s plan is still unfolding and that we continue to abide in His peace. In 

this season of busyness, we can be peaceful and peaceable people by God’s 

grace! 

 

Witness & Outreach 

Matthew 3:1-12: John the Baptist was sent by God to prepare the way for 

the first coming of His Son as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin 

of the world.  We, like John the Baptist, have the opportunity to give a 

bold witness to Jesus, our Savior, who wants all people to be saved and 

come to the knowledge of the truth.  May the Holy Spirit bless our 

witness and use it to change hearts for eternity. 

 

WELCOME to GUESTS & VISITORS 

 

Hymns will be from the Lutheran Service Book (LSB). 

 

HYMN  “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”  LSB 338 

 

INVOCATION  

Pastor:   In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy  

  Spirit.  

People:   Amen. 
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OPENING SENTENCES  Psalm 80:1, 3, 14a, 17; 40:1, 3a  

Pastor:  Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, You who lead Joseph like a 

flock! You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine 

forth.  

People:  Restore us, O God; let Your face shine, that we may be 

saved!  

Pastor:  Turn again, O God of hosts! Look down from heaven, and 

see.  

People:  But let Your hand be on the man of Your right hand, the 

son of man whom You have made strong for Yourself!  

Pastor:  I waited patiently for the LORD; He inclined to me and 

heard my cry.  

People:  He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our 

God.  

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

Pastor:  O God, our Father, You have set forth the way of life for us 

in Your beloved Son. We confess with shame our slowness 

to learn of Him, our failure to follow Him, and our 

reluctance to bear the cross.  

People:  Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your steadfast 

love. We acknowledge our sinful nature and confess our 

sinful thoughts, words, and deed. Create in us clean 

hearts, O God, and put a new and right spirit within us.  

Pastor:  Upon this your confession and by the command of our Lord, 

I, a called and ordained servant of Christ, forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of 

the Holy Spirit.  

People:   Amen.  

Pastor:  Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you 

completely, and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be 

kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He 

who calls you is faithful; He will surely do it. Go in + peace. 

People:  Amen. 

 

INTROIT Psalm 105:4–8; antiphon: Isaiah 40:3 [See Music Index]  

People:  A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the 

LORD; make straight in the desert a highway for our 

God.”  

Women:  Seek the LORD and His strength; seek His presence 

continually!  
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Men:  Remember the wondrous works that He has done, His 

miracles, and the judgments He uttered, O offspring of 

Abraham, His servant, children of Jacob, His chosen 

ones!  

Women:  He is the LORD our God; His judgments are in all the 

earth.  

Men:  He remembers His covenant forever, the word that He 

commanded, for a thousand generations.  

People:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 

forever. Amen. A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare 

the way of the LORD; make straight in the desert a 

highway for our God.” 

 

During the singing of the hymn, two candles on the Advent wreath are lighted.  

 

HYMN  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  LSB 357 vv. 1,3,6 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 11:1–10 (A shoot shall come forth  

                                                                            from the stump of Jesse.) 

Reader:   This is the Word of the Lord. 

People:   Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM  Psalm 72:1–7  

People:  Give the king Your justice, O God, and Your 

righteousness to the royal son!  

Women:  May He judge Your people with righteousness, and Your 

poor with justice!  

Men:  Let the mountains bear prosperity for the people, and 

the hills, in righteousness!  

Women:  May He defend the cause of the poor of the people, give 

deliverance to the children of the needy, and crush the 

oppressor!  

Men:  May they fear You while the sun endures, and as long as 

the moon, throughout all generations!  

Women:  May He be like rain that falls on the mown grass, like 

showers that water the earth!  

Men:  In His days may the righteous flourish, and peace 

abound, till the moon be no more!  

People:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 

forever. Amen 
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EPISTLE Romans 15:4–13 (Paul points to Christ as the source of hope.)  

Reader:   This is the Word of the Lord 

People:   Thanks be to God. 

 

CHILDREN’s MESSAGE 

  

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 3:1–12 (John the Baptist preached in the  

                                                                                            wilderness.)  

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third 

chapter.  

People:   Glory to You, O Lord.  

Lector:  In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the 

wilderness of Judea,  

Pastor:   “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  

Lector:  For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when 

he said, “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare 

the way of the Lord; make His paths straight.’” Now John 

wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his 

waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then 

Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan 

were going out to him, and they were baptized by him in the 

river Jordan, confessing their sins. But when he saw many of 

the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to 

them,  

Pastor:  “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the 

wrath to come? Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. And 

do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as 

our father,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to 

raise up children for Abraham. Even now the axe is laid to 

the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear 

good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. I baptize you 

with water for repentance, but He who is coming after me is 

mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He 

will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. His 

winnowing fork is in His hand, and He will clear His 

threshing floor and gather His wheat into the barn, but the 

chaff He will burn with unquenchable fire.”  

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

People:   Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

HYMN  “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”  LSB 344 
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SERMON  

 

CREED  The Second Article  

Pastor:  In the Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed, echoing the 

proclamation of John the Baptist, we confess Jesus to be the 

Savior, the One who fulfills God’s promises.  

People:  I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who 

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 

and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day 

He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead.  

Pastor:   What does this mean?  

People:  I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the 

Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the 

virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost 

and condemned person, purchased and won me from all 

sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not 

with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and 

with His innocent suffering and death, that I may be His 

own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him 

in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, 

just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all 

eternity. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Pastor:  Let us pray for the whole people of God in Jesus Christ and 

for all people according to their needs. Come, O Lord, 

among us, that as people united in faith, we may witness to 

the Good News that is ours in Christ Jesus. With hope we 

pray:  

People:   Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!  

Pastor:  Come, O Lord, with Your presence on earth, that in those 

places where strife and discord rule there be times of peace. 

Come to our nation, that we find joy in that which is done 

through it by the leaders and by the people. With hope we 

pray:  

People:   Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!  
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Pastor:  Come, O Lord, and walk beside us that Your love and 

blessing be evident in all that we say and do. With hope we 

pray:  

People:   Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!  

Pastor:  Come, O Lord, and bring Your response to the special 

concerns on our hearts today, including health and family 

needs and situations that are part of life, [including . . .]. With 

hope we pray:  

People:   Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!  

Pastor:  For all those who have completed their earthly journey in 

faith and now rest from their labors in eternal peace and joy, 

serving as witnesses of Your never-ending care, we bless 

You, O Lord, and ask that we also be numbered with the 

saints in glory everlasting. With hope we pray:  

People:   Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!  

Pastor:  Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we 

pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

People:   Amen 

 

PREFACE 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22 

People:  And also with you. 

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts.  Colossians 3:1 

People:  We lift them to the Lord.  

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. Psalm 136 

People:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

  
PROPER PREFACE 
Pastor:  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty 
Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
by the blood of His cross delivered us from the domain of 
darkness and transferred us to His own kingdom. Therefore, 
with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, we laud and magnify Your glorious name evermore 
praising You and singing: 

 
SANCTUS Holy, holy, holy   LSB 161 
Holy, holy, Lord, God of power and might,  
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna. Hosanna.   
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the  
name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest 
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke  

                                                              22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25  

Pastor:   Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed,  

  took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and  

  gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  

  + body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of  

  Me.”  

  In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and  

  when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:  

  “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My + 

  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This  

  do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me. 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 1 Corinthians 11:26; Revelation 22:20 

Pastor:   As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim  

                             the Lord’s death until He comes.  

People:   Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  

Pastor:  O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, remember us in 

Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13  

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this 

day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen.  

 

PAX DOMINI  

Pastor:   The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

People:   And also with you.  Amen.  
 
AGNUS DEI Lamb of God                                                       LSB 198 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, That takest away the sin of the 
World, have mercy up-on us.  O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that 
Takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the 
World, grant us thy peace.  A-men 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  

“The Advent of Our King”    LSB 331 

“From Heaven Above to Earth I Come”    LSB 358 
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POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

Pastor:  Let us pray. Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have 

again welcomed us at Your Table and have given us a 

foretaste of the feast to come in Your eternal kingdom. Grant 

that the body and blood of our Lord now within us keep us 

joy-filled and secure in Your love. Bless us through this 

divine gift that we may live with assurance and confidence, 

even in times of earthly sadness and sorrow. Grant that Your 

Holy Spirit enlighten us with His gifts that we be people who 

rejoice in Your promises and live to Your glory. We ask this 

in the name of Jesus, our Savior.  

People:   Amen 

 

BENEDICAMUS  

Pastor:   Let us bless the Lord.  

People:   Thanks be to God. 

  

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 

Pastor:  The blessing of almighty God, the Father, the + Son, and the 

Holy Spirit be and remain with you always.  

People:   Amen.  

 

HYMN  “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” LSB 922 v.1 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
SENDING 
Pastor:  Go in peace! Serve the Lord! 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
TITHE & OFFERING – our sacrifice of thanksgiving to the Lord  
Our “tithes” are our first fruits returned to God in proportional, joyful,  
thankful and faithful response to His grace.  “Offerings” are special gifts 
for ministries, memorials and needs over and above the tithe. 
 
(If you are a guest, we welcome you as a guest, so please do not feel 
obligated to give an offering unless you feel moved to do so by the Spirit) 
 

Weekly Giving 

Nov 27:   $2145 

Avg Offering needed:  $3000 

Shortfall:  -$855 
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LOOSE CHANGE OFFERING: FOCUS FOR LWML MISSION 

GRANT - DECEMBER 2022    

EDUCATING PASTORS IN AFRICA - MISSION CENTRAL    

God is calling African men to become pastors.  These men of faith know the 

culture and how best to share God’s truth and the love of Christ in their native 

countries.  Grant funds will be used for pastoral education projects as well as 

general support of six missionaries – five pastors and one layman.    

 
 
NEXT WEEK’s READINGS 

OLD TESTAMENT READING   Isaiah 35:1-10 

EPISTLE           James 5:7-11                                                            

HOLY GOSPEL     Matthew 11:2-15 
 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2020 Concordia 

Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

Life Quotes 

December 4 “Christmas is also a time to contemplate the gift of mortal LIFE 

through the miracle of birth. Christmas is the gift of LOVE that moms and 

dads shower on their children by saying yes to life—sometimes under very 

difficult circumstances. Regardless of the challenges, God has a perfect plan 

for each life that He brings into the world, and His will for them is to out-

sparkle and out-shine any ornament.” Bradley Mattes, president of Life Issues 

Institute – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 

 

ADVENT SCHEDULE 

Wednesday worship 6:30pm round-robin with Immanuel Rapids 

(preaching also at St. John Kellner). 

“Be Born in Us Today” 
In this Advent Worship Series by renowned preacher Dean Nadasdy, we are 
reminded that Christ is born in us spiritually today and every day. He enters 
into us daily to strengthen and support us, save us and renew us. We are 
changed by his presence within us as we become more and more like him in 
the living of our lives 

- Week 2 Dec 7 – Pastor Tim Ritter – Be Born in Us Today Bringing 
Blessing (Genesis 12:2) 

- Week 3 Dec 14 – Vicar Jonah Schultz - Be Born in Us Today 
Bringing Renewal (Isaiah 40:31) 

- Week 4 Dec 21 – Pastor Ficken - Be Born in Us Today Bringing 
Power (Exodus 15:6) 

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 

- Christmas Eve – Sat Dec 24 at 5:30pm – Children’s Program 

- Christmas Day – Sun Dec 25 at 9:30am 
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